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In this talk I will review our current knowledge of the torus of dust and molecular gas in AGN and its close
surroundings. I will summarize recent results on the geometry of the torus in nearby AGN, the connection
to inflows and outflows, and the properties of AGN dust. In the last part of the talk I will touch upon the
properties of the torus in distant AGN and in particular the dust covering factors and the torus evolution.
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