
The	String	Family









Why	haven’t	we	already	earned
the	money	it	would	take	to	
endow	us	going	forward?







Article	I	Section	8

The	Congress	shall	have	Power…

To	promote	the	Progress	of	Science	and	
useful	Arts,	by	securing	for	limited	Times	
to	Authors	and	Inventors	the	exclusive	
Right	to	their	respective	Writings	and	
Discoveries;



What	if	our	predecessors	
had	secured	that	equity?



• We’re	like	a	family	in	many	respects	
I’ll	know	some	of	you	for	50+	years!

• We	aren’t	too	big
2.5k	at	virtual	strings,	maybe 5k	in	extended	family,	versus	

2.3M	Walmart,	1.6M	Amazon,	156k	Alphabet,	110k	Tesla,	12k	Space	X



• Is	our	identity	really	the	institutions	or	what	we	study?

• How	long	will	you	be	at	a	given	university	vs	in	the	field?

• Is	our	subfield	a	priority	for	the	institutions	we	work	for?		

initiating	faculty	lines,	overhead,	transferring	grants



The	times	have	changed…

• We	appreciate	the	freedom	vs	research	in	a	private	lab

no	borders,	and	no	private	interests	dictating	or	using	us

• and	can	still	learn	from	the	university	/	institute	system

’33 ’39

’41



Can	we	endow	our	field?	



step	1:	alumni	relations!!!!

• Brain	drain	+	discrepancy	in	industry	vs	academic	salary	≠ value

need	to	keep	track	of	our	alumni,	be	kind	to	them

• We	already	have	an	annual	conference	that	could	be	like	a	reunion

graduation	ceremony	at	strings,	local	alumni	‘string	family	lunch’



step	2:	raise	funds

• Capitalize	on	the	goodwill	of	our	esteemed	elders	while	we	can
NFTs	as	a	new	patronage	market

• Create	a	natural	beneficiary	for	pop-sci books	/	Hollywood	advising	/	
future	patents	;)



step	2:	raise	funds

NFTs	as	a	new	patronage	market

$6M $3M

+386	more	
and	counting



step	2:	raise	funds

NFTs	as	a	new	patronage	market

Minting
Resale

Comments:	XX	pages,	X	figures,	
Subjects:	High	Energy	Physics	- Theory	(hep-th)
Cite	as:	arXiv:22XX.XXXXX [hep-th] (or arXiv:22XX.XXXXXvX [hep-th] for	this	version)
Patronage	Identifier:	(contract address,	uint256 tokenId)

Author
ArXiv
String	Family	Fund

First	Sale

Patron	1

Patron	2



step	3:	start	small

• just	another	foundation	=	no	backreaction

• 1/2	funded	postdoc	+	match	program

$3M/year	=	$50k/year	x	3	years	for	20	postdocs,	decouple	prestige	and	fit

• funding	conferences,	ArXiv,	inspirehep…

5%	of	$3M	would	1/2-endow	Strings	conference	+	local	matching



Strings2023.comStrings2023.ca

Strings
2023

https://strings2023.ca
https://strings2023.com


• Are	we	making	more	work	for	ourselves?	 No!

Grant	applications (hot	topics	hog	funding),		formal	Journal	vs	effective	peer	review.

• Would	we	get	too	big?

Not	necessarily	changing	size	if	value	associated	to	PhD,	minting	new	ones	dilutes.

• Would	we	be	too	small?

Habilitation-like	entry	could	be	more	inclusive.	(Don’t	want	to	exclude	Dyson!)



Given	we’re	the	‘String	Family’…

… what	would	a	HNWI	do?

String



• Role	of	for-profit	family	office?	

reverse	brain	drain	to	manage	endowment	(hedge	fund),	invest	in	our	start-ups

• Un-exiled	ML/AI	cousins	can	help	us	solve	vote	delegation	+	funding	
allocation	questions.

A	different	hierarchy	problem!	;)



• The	younger	generation	missed	out	on	the	Superstring	Revolutions	:(
• But	we	can	decide to	have	our	own!

Strings	’05
in	Toronto



We	are	part	of	a	much	older	and	more	valuable	tradition	than	any	
individual	foundation	or	university.

We	are	a	family.

We	can	and	we	should	secure	its	future	and	control	our	destiny.
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